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Speaker Compares Western, Mideastern Polygamy 


BY KELLY KENNEDY 


THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE 


After citing several differences 
between Bedouin and Mormon 
polygamy, an Israeli scholar said 
the groups are similar in that they 
will continue to grow. 

Joseph Ginat, a faculty member 
at the University of Haifa in Isra- 
el, compared polygamy in Juda- 
ism, Islam and Mormonism on 
Sunday night at the Salt Lake 
Jewish Community Center. 

Several Utah polygamists 
heard the lecture and said they 
thought Ginat was knowledgable 
about Mormon polygamists. The 
Mormon Church has renounced 
polygamy, but splinter groups 
continue to practice. 

The main difference between 


Western and Mideastern polyga- 
my, Ginat said, is that ultracon- 
servative followers of teachings 
of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints marry for reli- 
gious reasons, while Islamic and 
Jewish pol mists marry for po- 
litical reasons 

In the Mideast, the more wives 
and children a man has, the more 
power he has because there are 
more people in the clan to defend 
each other and him. 

“But in Bedouin and contempo- 
y Mormon polygamy, it’s not 
for either the man or the 
Ginat said. “People don’t 
do it because of having sex. 

There are other differences: In 
Islam, the Koran says a man may 
have no more than four wives at a 
time. People get around the rule 


by divorcing one wife to marry 
the next 

I knew a guy who had close to 
90 wives, but only four at a time 
Ginat said. Mideastern men also 
may not marry two women who 
are sisters, but Utah polygamists 
do. 

And, in the Mideast. each wife 
refers to the other wives as “trou 
bles.” They barely have contact 
with each other, he said. 

Here, they are “sister-wives 
who often share the household 
chores and make arrangements 
for their husband's time with each 
other. 

However, Ginat said the tricks 
of getting around the law, or “Go- 
ing around the bush,” are the 
same everywhere. 

In Israel, where polygamy is il 


legal, a man may not be prosecut: 
ed if he marries a wife, divorces 
her, keeps her as a common-law 
wife, but then marries a second 
Or, he may have a secret religious 
marriage, but not a state mar- 


riage. 
In Israel, a man can go to prison 
for six n if he is caught. 


Ginat said, and the laws come be- 
cause of the genetic disorders 
from having children with close 
relatives 

But even with threats of prison. 
or genetic disorders, Ginat said 
children from these families and 
new converts will continue the 
practice 

In both societies, it will contin: 
ue,” Ginat said. “Not only are 
they here to stay, but as communi 
ties, they will grow in the future 


Pesky Neighbor 
Questioning 
Ogden’s Plans 
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tenants. 

W A nearly new office building 
that has attracted the planned 
headquarters for the city’s news- 
paper — The Standard-Examiner 
—and a $20 million investment in 
a new printing plant. 

“It’s an opportunity to diversify 
the regional economy away from 
dependence on government 
jo said Mike Pavich, Ogden’s 
executive director of redevelop- 
ment. 

That need is especially clear 
now that DDO has closed, taking 
2,500 military jobs from the city. 

The city will offer space to the 
Internal Revenue Service for a 
new regional office, and hopes to 
attract more high-tech manufac- 
turing firms such as TRC Compos- 
ites, which already is on site mak- 
ing composite wrap that is used 
for everything from structural 
support during bridge repair to 
aerospace applications 

All of the old track and practi- 
cally all of the pre-WWII build- 
ings and tracks are gone. DDO isa 
bland arrangement of yellow- 
brick rectangles and newly stuc- 
coed boxes to house the likes of 
America First Credit Union and a 
Planned Parenthood clinic. And 
military officials say the old com- 
mander’s quarters, to be moved 
off-site, lost its historic signifi- 
cance through previous remodel 
ing. 

As for the postwar buildings 
Ogden is photographing them in- 
side and out to keep their original 
design on record after they are re- 
furbished for businesses. 

With no signs of a pioneer heri- 
tage at DDO, Pavich said he ques- 
tions why Marriott-Slaterville 
would raise a fuss. He is not con- 
vinced the debate is just about 
historic preservation 

Now that the [federal] govern- 
ment is going away, Marriott-Sla- 
terville wants some of that land 
back,” Pavich speculated. 

The historic-preservation de 
bate is just part of what Marriott 
Slaterville officials call an in- 
creasingly futile attempt to 
cooperate with their larger urban 
neighbor. The city of 1,500 people 
also wants some say in whether 
the business park will dump truck 
traffic onto 400 North in Marri 
ott-Slaterville. City Attorney 
Murray said the city would settle 
for a seat on a commission that 
guides DDO development 

We know we've lost [the 
land], Murray said. “They got it 
fair and square. But just because 
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Much of the historical significance of Defense Depot Ogden — here getting a sprucing-up 
during an earlier era — is gone. Marriott-Slaterville residents want to preserve what's left. 


they got the land, why does that 
mean they can't involve us?” 

Murray said his city supports 
the economic development, but 
believes it can go side by side with 
walking and biking trails on his- 
toric routes and parks next to his 
toric grounds. “We're so insignifi 
cantly small that they just refuse 
to acknowledge we exist.” 

And from the north, Harrisville 
Mayor Fred Oates proposes an 
even more ambitious memorial to 
the area’s pioneer past: A tourist 
railroad linking downtown Ogden 
with the Golden Spike National 
Historic Site at Promontory. The 
line would run through DDO and 
other area historic sites. 

That could be a family tradi 
tion,” Oates said, adding that he 
would like it to tie into Harris 
ville’s historic cabins and other 
sites. “All it would take is some 
cooperation and this would really 
be a jewel for the West 

Ogden officials say they have 
determined it would cost $32 mil 
lion to build such a train line, and 
it is not a viable idea 

Private historian Jacalyn Wes 
tergard, who researched the ar. 
ea’s past for archives at Weber 
State University, said the site's 
historic significance for Mormon- 
Indian relations is ignored. Chief 
Little Soldier of the Shoshonis 
lived on the land and signed a con 
tract with then-church President 
Brigham Young, allowing Ameri 
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can Indians to live within nearby 
Bingham’s Fort 

Bill Morris, for a member 
of the old Marriott Township's 
Planning Commission, said his 
city, Farr West, Harrisville and 
Weber County may team up for a 
lawsuit forcing Ogden to give 
more consideration to the site's 
history 

But Kathleen Mallis, base. tran 


sition coordinator for the Defense 
Department, said the government 
is not susceptible to a lawsuit be- 
contracted for a historic- 
sites study, held public hearings 
and got the go-ahead from state 
and federal historie-preservation 
offices. 

The government has met its 
[legal] requirements,” Mallis 
said 
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of almost 2,300 feet 
out 10 minutes. Once 
on top, visitors can spend as much 
time as they want exploring the 
area and experiencing the views. 
The trip will cost between $5 and 


$7 

Every place you turn up there 
it's that Kodak moment,” says 
Mays. “This is what people come 


here to see. We're only helping 
them see it in a new way 

The first phase was planned for 
completion in time for Easter 
which marks the beginning of 
Moab’s tourist season 


Mays says thal if the lift can 


lure one of six visitors, that could 
mean 
year 


about 500,000 people a 

expected to 

g 2000, will add 

a 300-seat amphitheater, a snack 
shop and souvenir shop 

When finished, the “Skyway” is 


expected to cost about 2 mil- 
lion 
Mays’ attempts to build the 


chairlift began several years ago 
when he approached the Grand 
County Council with his idea, set- 
ting off a firestorm of opposition 
from residents who feared the at- 
traction would blight the scenic 
vistas along the area known as the 
“Portal.” They also worried that 
increased traffic along Kane 
Creek Boulevard would create 
safety hazards 
About 150 people regularly 
turned out to oppose the project 
at public meetings. In 1995, Moab 
annexed the property under a 
provision allowing the city to do 
so when large development pro- 
jects are located within a half- 
mile of city limits 
We've met all the guidelines 
they set,” Mays says. “All the 
lights will be directed inward to- 
ward the rim to cut back on light 
pollution. We chose a color 
scheme that blends with the back- 
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“Every place you turn uz 
there it’s that Kodak 
moment. This is what 

people come here to see 

We're only helping them 
see it in a new way.’ 


Emmett Mays 
Chairlift owner 


ground, and we'll put up a bond so 
the money will be there to remove 
it if the project doesn't go 

But the steps bring little com 
fort to those opposed to the pro 
ject 

The fact that the visitors will 
use residential Kane Creek Bou 
levard to get to the lift is one as 
pect of the project Moab resident 
Jim Stiles doesn’t like. 

It’s a quiet little country lane 

with a road that’s already almost 
too small for two cars in some 


places,” says Stiles, who publish 
es the Canyon Country Zephyr 
an alternative newspaper. “If He 


really gets a quarter of a million 
people riding up that thing, you 
don't know what it will be like.” 

Because the chairlift will run at 
least two hours after dark, many 
residents worried about the “cir 
cus” atmosphere and light pollu 
tion created by the project 

‘I'll have to see what it looks 
like when it’s up and running, 
Stiles says. “What can you do 
now? It’s there. It’s a sad com 
mentary on our town 

Sue Bellagamba says that th 
Nature Conservancy has ex 
pressed concerns about the im 
pact of the chairlift on the ecosy 
tem of the 890-acre preserve. 

‘We believe in private-proper 
ty rights and in being a good 
neighbor. But we are particularly 
concerned about the impact of the 
noi: light and drainage,” she 
s. “We want to ma ure the 
tram doesn't affect the habitat or 
the experience of the people who 
visit the wetlands.” 

Bellagamba says Mays has 
asked for input in developing a 
drainage plan for the parking lot 
of the chairlift and the Nature 
Conservancy is cooperating with 
him. 
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